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March 5, 2017     Genesis 3:1-15 

 

We are getting into the playoff season of high school basketball.  When opponents play each other more than 

once, they will study the film from the first game.  They will look at what the strengths and weaknesses of the 

opponents are.  Sometimes it happens that a team that lost the first time will be able to win the second time by 

learning from the mistakes they made the first time around.  Today we go back to the first battle between Satan 

and humanity.  We see the epic failure of Adam and Eve.  What did he do to win the battle and drag us into sin?  

If we are going to enter into this battle, and battle we must, it would be good for us to study his tactics. 

 

He said to the woman.  Now think about this for a moment.  Adam was right there with her.  Yet Satan didn’t 

speak to both of them.  Perhaps he was trying to separate them by only addressing Eve.  The devil knows that if 

he can separate a couple - get one when he or she is alone or feeling lonely - then they will not be as strong.   

Perhaps he will use a sympathetic friend or a co-worker, someone to turn to when a couple is not getting along.  

Maybe he will use a bottle or a drug or the internet.  Something to “speak to” the one and try and separate from 

the other.  

 

“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  First of all look at how Satan started 

by questioning what God “really said.”  It seems to me almost to be a scoffing question - though he may have 

tried to sound innocent about it.  You hear the same questions today.  “You really believe the earth is only six 

thousand years old?  You actually believe the Bible was inspired by God?  You teach that men are supposed to 

be the head of the household?”   

 

Notice also how Satan started with a statement that he knew wasn’t true.  In correcting him, he would purposely 

get Eve to think about the one thing she couldn’t have instead of the many things she could have.  The devil’s 

tactics work the same yet today.  Look on Facebook and see how much “fun” the other people are having out 

there.  They are going out to bars together.  I’m stuck at home cleaning the kitchen.  They’re drinking beer 

together.  I’m not!   Forget about that fact that you have a home.   You have a family that loves you.  You don’t 

need alcohol to make you happy.  You don’t need other people to approve of you if God approves of what 

you’re doing at home and at work.  The devil was able to get Eve - who was living in a PERFECT PARADISE 

- to focus on what she couldn’t have - even though God had generously provided for her.  He does the same 

with us constantly.   

 

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman.  “For God knows that when you eat from it 

your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  He sure was confident and 

bold in his lies, wasn’t he?  He also made it seem as if God was cheap and jealous by purposely withholding 

something good from Adam and Eve so as to keep them down.  Notice how he used the term “opened.”  In 

other words, if you don’t eat from the Tree, you will be close minded and stay in the dark by living under God’s 

rules and regulations.  But if they just trusted Satan, they would be LIKE GOD.  What he didn’t tell them that 

there is a difference between knowing something by SEEING it and by DOING it or actually BEING it.  God 

knows evil as He sees it.  Adam and Eve would end up knowing evil by BEING it.   

 

The devil still wants to build a mistrust between you and your parents, teachers, and pastors.  He wants you to 

think this is Hicksville here in Bible land.  The devil wants the young child to think, “My parents are so mean.  

They don’t let me get on the internet in my room.  They don’t let me watch R rated movies.  They are trying to 
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keep me in a box.”  Some kids that go to Trinity or MLS can’t wait to get out in the “real world” and get out 

from the strict structure of their private schooling, to see what life is “really” like.   When you go to college one 

of the main goals of the college is to “educate” you to alternate lifestyles so that you are not so judgmental in 

your thinking.   Critical thinking has gone out the window.  “Everything goes” is the mindset of the progressive.  

“As long as it isn’t hurting anyone, what’ the big deal?  You might actually find out that people can be happy 

and thrive without doing it the way your parents did.”   

 

The devil no longer tempts us try and be LIKE God.  In reality, he tells you that you don’t need God at all.  You 

can figure out what is good and evil on your own now.  You can define it yourself by your own EXPERIENCE.  

I can recall going to a young lady’s house and clearly showing her from God’s Word that her living situation 

was not good as her boyfriend stood looming behind her.  As calmly and kindly as I could I said to her, 

“Hebrews 13:4 says, keep the marriage bed pure.  You are not married.  You are not keeping the marriage bed 

pure.”  It couldn’t have been any more clear.  The problem wasn’t with the clarity of the Word.  The problem 

was that it didn’t match with what she wanted.  She wanted a big wedding and she didn’t want to move apart as 

she waited for the wedding.   So she was not going to change what she was doing just because God’s Word told 

her differently.   So God has been replaced by our own knowledge of good and evil.  Who needs God when I 

can figure out right and wrong from my own experience and what personally works for me?   

 

Human nature would look at this story and say, “It’s just a piece of fruit.  What’s the big deal?  And God 

Himself called it a Tree of knowledge.  Who doesn’t want knowledge?  Why didn’t God attach the threat to a 

Tree of Foolishness?  What did He expect?”  The big deal was that God said “no.”  The big deal was that God 

threatened death.  It didn’t matter what the Tree seemed to offer.  It was a special way in which Adam and Eve 

could have shown their love and trust in God to keep His word - especially with this Tree.  This Tree could have 

been their opportunity to show their faithfulness to God.  But they failed.  

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 

desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who 

was with her, and he ate it. 

 

When did the fall into sin occur?  It wasn’t with the actual eating of the fruit.  It began when she chose to 

believe Satan’s word over God’s word.  Satan had given her nothing.  God had given her everything.  Yet she 

chose to believe that Satan somehow had her best intention in mind.  She didn’t want to be alone in her 

rebellion.  She wanted Adam to come along with her!  Such is the nature of sin!  And worse yet, Adam knew 

that Satan was lying, but he let her feed him the apple anyway.  (1 Timothy 2:14) Adam chose to love Eve more 

than God.   

 

It is a shame to see what sin did to Adam and Eve and what sin does to us.  Adam and Eve tried to run from 

God.  Where can you hide from the ever present Lord?  You can’t hide from Him.  They tried to make clothing 

out of leaves from a tree.  Good luck with that.  When God came after them, Adam had the audacity to blame 

God for giving him the woman, and then proceeded to throw his own wife under the bus.  “The woman you 

put here with me.”  Now that passing the buck mentality is a regular part of our vocabulary.  “I wouldn’t be so 

grumpy, but you don’t have to live with him.  I would work harder at school, but I just don’t have time.”  Eve 

expresses no remorse over what she has done.  She just says that she did in fact eat at the direction of the 

serpent.  She could have said a lot more, yet she said so little.  She only said what she had to, like a defendant 
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on trial who is afraid to say something that would incriminate himself even more.  This is what happened with 

humanity.  This is what happened to us.  Lent is a time that we recognize the consequences of our sin.   

 

 

When someone calls you a liar or rejects you, what is your first reaction?  Instead of going to the person to try 

and find out why they are angry at you or have accused you of something you didn’t do, our first reaction is to 

close the door, maybe even slam it, and say, “Fine.  I don’t need you anyway.”  Sometimes people un-friend 

you on Facebook without any explanation at all.  You don’t know what you said or did.  They just shut the door 

and say, “I’m done.”  It makes you wonder, “What did I say?  What did I do wrong?”   

 

Imagine if God had done that - simply never entered into the Garden again and said nothing, let the wages of sin 

slowly but surely take it’s course, and leave Adam and Eve with nothing at all but sin and death, along with the 

devil’s free reign on the way to hell.  It used to be known as the “silent treatment,” when someone says 

absolutely nothing to you.  Imagine the sounds of hell, where all you hear for eternity is weeping and gnashing 

of teeth - only anger and sorrow - no kind words spoken.  What misery!  God could have done that.   

 

But God would not allow Satan to win the victory.  He didn’t hang His head in sorrow and just wash His hands 

of the situation.  He would not allow humanity to be damned, not without a fight.   Satan had stepped in on his 

creation and tempted her into rebellion, and God would not and did not stand idly by.  He stood up for her when 

Adam would not.  He came walking in the Garden, and He spoke.  He asked Adam and Eve, “Where are you?  

Did you eat from the Tree I commanded you NOT to eat from?”  He sought them with loving and firm 

questions, giving them no room for lies.  We live in a world of excuse making and pacifism over evil.  God 

doesn’t do this.  He lovingly and firmly confronts the wickedness - doesn’t let us get away with it.  He walks 

into the middle of the Garden and faces it.  

 

This is why Jesus was baptized.  This is why the first Sunday in Lent we see Jesus go into the desert, the 

opposite of the Garden.  He went there to face Satan and defeat him.   Our Warrior rolled up His sleeves and 

went to battle.  How did He do it?  With the sure and solid Word of God. He didn’t allow Satan to twist it.  He 

rejected him at every turn.  

 

After questioning Adam and Eve, God finally gets to Satan.  First of all, He curses the snake.  Why does He 

curse the snake?  It wasn’t the snake that did anything - it was Satan who did it through the snake.  He cursed 

the snake so that every time WE see a snake crawling on its belly, we remember how we got into sin, and we 

remember what God promised to do about that sin.  Satan’s lies cause us to return to dust, and so with his mouth 

the snake would get a taste of that dust every time it slithered along the ground. 

 

The beauty of what God does in that simple word “I,” how He switches from YOU to I.  When God does 

something, we know it will be done right and out of love.  God said, “I will put hostility between you and the 

woman.”  We live in an anti-hate society.  The worst sin you can commit is to hate anyone or anything.  The 

modern day version of love is TOLERANCE.  So we want to tolerate everything and accept everything, even 

when those things are harmful to our bodies and our children and our society and ourselves.  Tolerance of 

immorality has led to mistrust in marriage and divorce.  It has led to disease.  It has led to theft and fraud of 

unbelievable proportions.  Yet we are taught to love diversity, even when diversity is clearly against God’s will 

and is harming families and people.  So it may sound strange to our modern ears, but the blessing that God 
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gives in the midst of this curse of death is this gift of hostility.  “I will put hostility between Satan and the 

woman.”  God, in His love, would change our hearts and our minds to hate Satan’s wicked and harmful ways.  

God, in His love, would expose Satan’s lies - and show us what an evil being He really is.   

 

Wonder of wonders, God would choose to do this through the very woman who had just rejected Him in the 

first place.  Instead of rejecting Eve and damning her to hell, God decided to use her as the way through which 

He would come and rescue her and Adam, through the offspring of HER womb!  God would choose to actually 

climb into the womb of humanity in order to rescue her from Satan!  God chose to do this, knowing in advance 

what would become of our world and what we would do to Him when He came here.  We saw this fulfillment 

when Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary. 

 

I can recall years ago, during my vicar year, going to a shut in call where a lady’s house was absolutely full of 

fleas.  I didn’t realize it at the time.  I didn’t know what all these things were jumping all over the place.  I’m 

glad I was somewhat ignorant of the situation and of fleas.  I came and went and I don’t think they accompanied 

me home.  Think about what God said He would do.  He would come through the offspring of Eve, into this 

filthy world that He knew was coming.  He knew we would beat Him and mock Him and crucify Him.  But He 

chose to do it anyway.   

 

What was the ultimate purpose of it all?  He wasn’t going to try and reform the Snake.  He wasn’t going to take 

Satan through liar’s training.  He came to crush the serpent’s head.  No more excuses.  No more lies.  No more 

half truths.  It was time to do some head stomping.  The head of the serpent is that which bites, which opens it’s 

mouth wide to devour it’s prey.  In this case the mouth of the serpent was used to speak lies of deceit to lead 

Eve into eating from the fruit and to bring us under God’s judgment.  Jesus came to step on Satan’s head and 

crush it - so that he could no longer speak his lies - so that he could no longer make his accusations - so that he 

could no longer devour his prey.  That is what God chose to do through Eve.  This is why He decided to become 

human - to put the devil in his place by resisting his temptations and by dying our death on the cross.  Make no 

doubt, the cross caused pain to His heel.  But in the end, He would live and Satan would be defeated.   

 

Adam and Eve heard these wonderful words, and they gave them hope again.   This God who had created them 

and given them a perfect place to live would come to rescue them.  Adam had a new found and wonderful 

appreciation for this woman whom he had just thrown under the bus, and he named her “Eve,” because through 

her there would be life.  

 

Isn’t it refreshing that as we live in a society of lies and half truths, one that wants to find excuses for each and 

every sin and pacify evil, we have a God who confronts evil and steps on its head?  We have a God who chose 

to step into our world and deal with evil heel on head and crush it.  We aren’t used to such bold confrontation in 

our society.  Lent introduces us to our warrior who stepped into the desert of our world to put the devil, sin and 

death in its place.  We don’t study this story of the Fall in order for us to try and figure out how to conquer 

Satan in the next temptation we face.  We would only fail again.  Instead, we see how God promised to deal 

with it fully and completely in Christ.  We mourn our failure, and yet we hail His victorious head smashing 

victory.  Amen.   


